
Best Practices for Cyanobacteria Blooms
• Testing
• Advisories

• When, What, How
• Public Education on Risks



When does it become a public health concern?
What do we tell the public to avoid?
How do we inform the public? 



Is the public getting the message?
Does the public understand the risks? 



Example 
Recreational use health advisory for Detroit Lake (June 28, 2018) 
“Water monitoring has confirmed the presence of cyanotoxins at levels above Oregon Health 
Authority recreational guideline values...At measured levels cyanotoxins can be harmful to 
humans and animals. Oregon health officials advise recreational visitors to always be alert to 
signs of cyanobacteria...and avoid areas with visible scum that looks foamy, thick like paint, 
pea-green, blue-green or brownish-red, or where small bright-green clumps are floating in the 
water...”

“...People should avoid swimming and high-speed water activities, such as water skiing or 
power boating, in areas where blooms are identified. Although toxins are not absorbed through 
the skin, people who have skin sensitivities may experience a puffy red rash at the affected 
area...”

“...Drinking water directly from Detroit Lake at this time is especially dangerous... cyanotoxins 
cannot be removed by boiling, filtering or treating water with camping-style filters...”

“... to eat fish...remove all fat, skin and organs before cooking, as cyanotoxins are more likely to 
collect in these tissues. Fillets should also be rinsed with clean water. Public health officials also 
advise people to not eat freshwater clams or mussels...”

“... With proper precautions to avoid activities during which water can be ingested, people are 
encouraged to visit Detroit Lake and enjoy activities such as canoeing, fishing, camping, hiking, 
biking, picnicking, and bird watching. Boating is safe as long as speeds do not create excessive 
water spray. Although inhalation risk is much lower than ingestion, it can present a risk.”



Public Health issues algae advisory at Vancouver Lake - July 23, 2018

Clark County Public Health has posted caution signs at Vancouver Lake due to the 

possible bloom of cyanobacteria, also known as blue-green algae.

A blue-green algae bloom has not been detected at the Vancouver Lake swim beach area 

but suspected blooms were identified at the Burnt Bridge Creek inlet and the flushing 

channel near the swim beach. Public Health is currently awaiting sample results from 

these two locations to determine if toxins are in the water.

Public Health is advising people to watch for other blooms when recreating in the lake 

and to avoid direct contact with lake water in areas of floating blue-green-colored scum. 

Blue-green algae produce toxins that can be harmful to people and deadly for small pets 

that drink the water.

Health officials are recommending:

•No swimming or water skiing in areas of scum.

•No drinking lake water.

•No water contact for animals in areas of scum.

•Avoid areas of scum when boating.

•Clean fish well and discard organs.

Caution signs were posted at the lake this afternoon and will remain at the lake as long 

as the bloom is active and present. Public Health will continue to monitor the lake 

throughout the summer, and signs will be updated as conditions change. Additional 

information and current advisories are posted on the Public Health public beach website.

Vancouver Lake Regional Park remains open. Water in park restrooms and shelters is not 

affected by lake water and remains safe to drink.



https://www.cdc.gov/habs/exposure-sources.html

